








15.4.16.130 Landscaping, Buffering Walls, And Fences 

A. Purpose: It is in the public interest to enhance, conserve, and stabilize property values by
encouraging pleasant and attractive landscapes and surroundings, providing proper
separations between uses, conserving public water resources, and promoting water efficient
landscapes. The purpose of this chapter is to protect and enhance the environmental,
economic, recreational, and aesthetic resources in Spanish Fork by promoting attractive
properties by establishing standards and practices for the design, installation, and
maintenance of water efficient landscapes throughout the City.

B. Landscape Requirements for Single-family and Twin Home Residential Uses.
l. Application. The landscape requirements that follow shall apply to all new single-family

and twin home residential landscapes. The following describes the general landscape
design requirements for single-family and twin home residential uses.

a. All single-family and twin home residential lots shall have the front yard,
side-street yards for corner lots and park strips landscaped within one (l) year of
receiving a Certificate of Occupancy. Interior side and back yards must be
landscaped within two (2) years of receiving a Certificate of Occupancy.

b. All portions of a lot that are not improved with impervious materials must be
landscaped within the above-described timelines. Weeds do not qualify as
required landscaping. Landscaped areas shall be maintained in a neat, clean,
and orderly condition. This includes the removal of litter, proper pruning, lawn
mowing, weeding, dead-heading of perennial plants, fertilizing, replacement of
dead plants, and regular watering of all landscaped areas.

c. Required landscaping in the park strips, front yards and side yards that are
visible from the street shall be comprised of live plant material with an
automated irrigation system. Zero-scape may only be used in back yards that
are not visible from the street. Water-conserving designs are encouraged (see
§l5.4.16.130(C) Water-Conserving Landscape Design Recommendations for
Single-family and Twin Home Residential Uses).

d. Artificial turf is a lawn substitute composed of individual artificial blades of grass
that attempt to emulate natural turf in look and color. The use of artificial turf in
park strips, front yards and side yards that are visible from the street is not
permitted.

e. No more than 70% of a lot shall be surfaced with impervious materials. No more
than 60% of the front and side-street setback areas can be improved with
impervious surfaces.

f. Where park strips are sufficiently wide, street trees are required in accordance
with the provisions found in 12.08.

g. Lawn shall not be less than eight (8) feet wide at its narrowest point.
h. Lawn shall not exceed 35% of the front and side-yard landscape area. The

landscape area does not include footprints of buildings or structures, sidewalks,
typical driveways, and other non-irrigated areas intentionally left undeveloped.

i. Lawn shall not be installed in park strips, paths, or on slopes greater than 25% or
4:7 grade.

C. Water-Conserving Landscape Design Recommendations for Single-family and Twin Home
Residential Uses.

l. Water-conserving Landscape Design is encouraged. The Localscapes® Program, the
Salt Lake City Plant List and Hydrozone Schedule 2013 prepared by Salt Lake City Public
Utilities, and the Utah State University Center for Water-efficient Landscaping, shall be
primary references for the design and installation of water-conserving plants and
landscapes in Spanish Fork City (see Spanish Fork Water-Conserving Landscape Online
Resource List at www.spanishfork.org). These and other resources included in the list
offer user-friendly design ideas, recommendations, programs, examples, and
inspiration for the implementation of water-conserving landscapes for single-family
and twin home uses, as well as those for developer/contractor installed projects.
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roofs, the roof mounted utility equipment shall be situated on the back side of 

the roof pitch. 

g. Carports and garages shall complement the project architecture in terms of

design, materials, and colors.

3. Building Placement and Orientation: multi-family projects shall meet the following

requirements:

a. All multi-family structures shall front onto a public right-of-way. The City

Council may grant exceptions to this rule for:

l. Multi-family structures that have eight (8) or fewer units and comprise

less than twenty (20) percent of the homes in the development.

b. Where the R-4 zone abuts any R-7 or R-3 zone, the setback for primary buildings

adjacent to the R-l or R-3 zoned properties shall match or exceed the building's

height. Otherwise, setbacks shall be as follows for all primary buildings:

l. Front yard, 20 feet from public right-of-way or shared driveway to living

space.

2. Corner side yard, 15 feet to living space.

3. Interior side yard, 10 feet, provided 75 feet exists between buildings.

4. Rear yard, 15 feet

5. Accessory buildings, 5 feet to property lines and other structures.

6. Garage doors, 20 feet from public right-of-way.

c. Interior fencing for multi-family projects shall be limited to encourage shared

open space, pedestrian access, and project integration into the surrounding

neighborhood. Private fencing (owned by an owner of an individual unit) shall

only be permitted when the fence extends directly from the unit to delineate

between common and private space. Fencing shall be uniform in design and

construction.

d. Parking should generally be located behind multi-family structures. This

includes rear loaded garages, auto courtyards, and parking lots.

e. Required guest parking shall be evenly distributed throughout multi-family

projects and be easily accessible.

f. Landscaping strips in the middle of driveways (between parking spaces) should

be used to break up expanses of impervious surface.

g. Parking areas shall be broken into smaller parking clusters ofl2 spaces or less.

4. Open Space: no less than 30% of the gross project area shall be open space. Applicants

shall submit landscape plans for all open space. Landscape plans shall meet all

applicable landscaping requirements including those found in 15.4.76.130 and shall

include a plant schedule, planting plan, irrigation plan, fencing plans, planting details,

and plans for any proposed structures or features. Required open space may include

the following:

a. Open space areas shall be available to everyone residing in the boundaries of

the development.

b. Open space may include pathways and outdoor amenities.

c. Open space excludes private balconies, decks, patio areas, recreation buildings,

indoor amenities, vehicle parking, streets, and streetscape sidewalks.

d. Open space should be centrally located.

e. Open space should be clustered to create the most beneficial and efficient use

of space.

5. Amenities: centrally located amenities shall be provided for multi-family projects.
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Auditorium, Stadium, Event Center, Private Clubs, Health 1:100 square feet or l:5 seats, 

Clubs, Theaters whichever is greater 

Auto Repair 7:100 square feet 

Automobile Service Station l:200 square feet 

Banks, Financial Institutions 1:250 square feet 

Barber Shop or Beauty Shop 7:100 square feet 

Batting Cages l:cage 

Bowling Alley 4:lane 

Churches 
1:5 seats or 90 linear inches per 

pew 

Child Care Center l:employee, plus 7:10 children 

Genera 1/Professiona I Office 1:300 square feet 

Golf Course 6:hole 

Golf Course (Miniature) 2:hole 

Home Furnishings, Major Appliances 1:5000 square feet 

Hospitals l:bed 

Indoor Playground 7:250 square feet 

Indoor Playground in 1-1 zone 7:300 square feet 

Instructional Studio 1:400 square feet 

Lube and Tire Centers l:300 square feet 

Manufacturing/Assembly/Wholesale/Warehouse 7:employee on the highest shift 

To be determined by the 

Mixed Uses or Unlisted Uses Community Development 

Director 

Motels/Hotels l:room 

Motels/Hotels - Restaurants/Banquet/Meeting Room 
1:200 square feet 

Space 

Medical/Dental Office 1:200 square feet 

A garage with space for at least 

one (1) vehicle and additional 

Residential single-family space so that a minimum of two 
(2) parking spaces per home are

provided.
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